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…with love from Overlook

 One of the many blessings of being at Overlook House, whether 
serving on the Board of Trustees, working as an employee, or being a guest, is 
gaining a more expansive love for each other, for our Christian Science broth-
ers and sisters, and for our fellow man.  How does this love grow?  Growth 
in the understanding of spiritual love is impelled by “…the spiritual forces of 
divine Mind, whose potency is Truth, whose attraction is Love, whose adhe-
sion and cohesion are Life, perpetuating the eternal facts of being” (S&H 293:
14-16).  God directs our growth and practice of love.  Our dear Leader tells 
us that practicing the spiritual understanding of love includes forsaking mat-
ter for Spirit (ibid, p. 265:3-15).  We can do this by refusing to identify with 
mortal traits of thought, by giving unselfishly of our time and prayers, and by 
being compassionate, not intolerant.  We could add to this list, but in the end 
our love for God grows in proportion to our love for each other.  After all, 
Mind is understood through the idea that expresses it (ibid, p. 467:29).  And, 
what greater love can we show forth than the joy of laying down a false mate-
rial sense of life so that others may see the light of our example and want to do 
the same?  “The spiritual sense of Life and its grand pursuits is of itself a bliss, 
health-giving and joy-inspiring. This sense of Life illumes our pathway with 
the radiance of divine Love; heals man spontaneously, morally and physically, 
— exhaling the aroma of Jesus’ own words, ‘Come unto me, all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest’” (Mis 19:31).  
 In past newsletters we have mentioned that Board members pray daily 
for Overlook House.  We invite you to join us regularly in these prayers.  We 
have worked with this statement from the textbook: “If Mind is within and 
without all things, then all is Mind; and this definition is scientific” (p. 257:1).  
Mrs. Eddy employs many verbs with Mind, such as forms, regulates, under-
stands, rotates, revolves, draws, controls, asserts, outweighs, governs, feeds, 
supplies, evolves, heals, imparts.  We can use these terms to discover our under-
standing of Mind’s omnipotence, omnipotence, and omniscience.  Then we can 
apply this understanding directly to the need at Overlook for quicker healings, 
more nurses, and increased funding.  We can deny the claim that there is a 
dearth of active love for the healing Christ, or Comforter.  The Christ makes us 
active, impels us to love.  Divine Love is infinite!  The Comforter is ever-pres-
ent!  There is always enough all-acting Love, so there is always ample reflected 
love to accomplish the tasks at hand.

Warmly yours,

The Board of Trustees
Beth Eggers, C.S., President

To love, and to be loved, 
one must do good to 

others.  The inevitable 
condition whereby to 
become blessed, is to 

bless others. 

Mary Baker Eddy 
Miscellaneous Writings 127:20
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A Notice to the 
Overlook House Community

 After the first 2006 annual meeting (one of three held in different loca-
tions) of Overlook House, the Board learned that there were some misconcep-
tions as to the finances at the facility.  First of all, we are most grateful for your 
continued support.  The costs of maintaining this facility are great, but God has 
always met the need day-by-day.  Your contributions are a very large reason this 
facility still has a place in this community.  

Please read these figures carefully to understand clearly our finances year-to-
date: 

• Overlook has earned about 53% of its operating expenses through 
payments received from patients or their healthcare providers.

• We charge 75% of actual costs per day for nursing care because 100% is 
more than most people can pay.  Therefore, we need approximately $600,000 in 
donations and investment earnings each year to break even. 
 
• The Board drew from the Invested Funds to meet 26% of operating ex-
penses, or $185,700.  The Invested Funds of $2 million earned $68,230.  Since 
the principal of the Funds must remain at $2 million, you can see that ongoing 
contributions from the community are necessary to make up the difference. 

• Your contributions provided $119,560 for benevolence and $29,000 for 
operating expenses to date this year; together, this represents 21% of our operat-
ing expenses through July 31st.  How generous you are!  

• We believe that there are enough funds in our operating account that, 
together with patient payments, we can end the year without further touch-
ing the Invested Funds.  However, this is not the time to become complacent.  
Some other expenses the Board is facing include:
 •  Cost-of-living raises (there have been none for two years). 
 •  A new telephone system at a cost of approximately $25,000. 
 •  Hiring 4 additional nurses.  To hire nurses we will have to raise an 
    additional $150,000 annually, or we could opt to take fewer patients.

• Finally, we have decided to postpone remodeling the kitchen.  We have 
received $7,000 in donations so far, and we will use that amount to purchase a 
new stove.  

As you can see, your ongoing gifts of love are needed and most appreciated.  
Overlook House exists to serve you.  Your contributions let the Board know that 
you desire to have a Christian Science Nursing facility remain in this commu-
nity.  The Board encourages you to call Diana Henn at Overlook House (216-
795-3550) or Beth Eggers (330-598-1577) if you have any further questions.

                                                                                                                                       Board of Trustees

My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue;
 but in deed and in truth.   I John 3:18

Testimonies of 
Healings

 I want to thank every-
one at Overlook for the wonder-
ful care given to me during my 
stay at the facility.  Every one 
of the nurses was so supportive 
during these months and each 
individual helped in the healing 
process.  Sometimes it was just 
a kind word and other times it 
was reading something, which 
helped me see the Truth more 
clearly.
 Before I came to Over-
look House, I knew I needed help 
but I wasn’t sure if I should stay 
home or go to a Christian Sci-
ence facility.  I had heard things 
regarding Overlook House, that 
people walked in but didn’t 
walk out.  I didn’t know what 
to do.  Therefore, I prayed to 
God to direct my path and He 
sure did!  The way opened up 
in many ways.  It was unfolded 
to me that Overlook was indeed 
the facility I needed to go to for 
care.  Not only was every aspect 
of my care needs lovingly met, 
but also financial and personal 
needs were supplied in ways that 
I couldn’t have foreseen.  Over-
look House has a benevolence 
program that I was able to use 
as well as other avenues of help 
in the Christian Science field.
 I am now happy to 
say that I’m back to work and 
grateful for this healing.  There 
has been much spiritual growth 
during this time and words 
will never be able to express my 
gratitude to God for his guidance 
that led me to Overlook House 
and led me to Christian Science. 
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 I have always said that 
if I ever needed care I would 
want to go to a Christian Science 
facility.  I have enjoyed it here at 
Overlook House so much; I would 
highly recommend it to anyone.  
It is so spotlessly clean – it’s just 
wonderful.
 Being here has been like 
a spiritual adventure, and I am 
so grateful to have been able to 
come.  Every nurse is so helpful 
and spiritually minded; they just 
can’t do enough for you.
 Before I came there was 
a time when I had such pain 
in my leg, and after a while I 
just wanted to give up.  And 
I couldn’t get out of bed.  But 
Mrs. Eddy never gave up, and I 
couldn’t either.  So I didn’t give 
up.  Now I get right out of bed as 
though it’s nothing, and I don’t 
need a walker any more, either.
 While I was here I par-
ticipated in as many of the activi-
ties as I could.  Every morning 
at 11:00 we had a Bible Lesson 
time.  I helped read the lesson to 
others and I gave a testimony 
about how I was healed of the 
fear of giving testimonies.  Doing 
these things was a big help to me, 
too.  It was wonderful to be able 
to go to these meetings with the 
other people here.  All of it has 
been an opportunity for me to 
grow.
 I can’t thank you enough.  
Even the cooks came by my room 
to say good-bye when they knew I 
would be leaving.  Everyone here 
is so nice.  Thank you.

We Welcome a
New Volunteer Coordinator

 Overlook House is pleased to welcome Janice Shokrian as our new 
Volunteer Coordinator.  Janice has over 15 years of experience working with 
volunteers as well as starting volunteer programs.  She worked at Arden Wood 
as their Volunteer Director, and during her four years with them she watched 
the volunteer force grow exponentially.  Janice also introduced a volunteer 
program that welcomed volunteers from around the world.  During her time at 
Arden Wood she served as the Co-Chair for San Francisco’s Association for 
Professional Volunteer Managers, which mentored new volunteer managers 
and taught techniques to recruit and retain volunteers.
 Her husband’s job relocated their family to Akron, Ohio in 1998.  She 
is now a busy full-time mom of two school age children.  Janice is excited to 
join Overlook House.  She is eager to welcome all volunteers.  Janice enthusi-
astically realizes that the volunteers represent the icing on an already delicious 
cake.  
 Currently, Janice’s office hours are Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
from 10:00-2:00.  You can reach her on her cell phone when she is out of the 
office: (330) 665-9570.  Feel free to come to Overlook House to discuss ways 
that you can join our volunteer program.

“Today Hath Need of Thee”

 This is the volunteer corner of the Messenger.  Our volunteers 
embody joyful willingness, patience and tenderness.  We are very grate-
ful for these “willing hands” and we look forward to welcoming you.

 Here you will find a snippet of volunteer activities that await 
you.  Did you know that there are volunteer activities that you can do 
from home?  We are looking for new soup recipes.  Send your recipes 
to the Volunteer Office. You are also invited to make up a quart of 
soup that we can freeze for our patients.

 We are looking for Musicians, Computer helpers, CS Moni-
tor discussion group leader, Office helpers, Sunday Service Readers, 
Testimony meeting readers, Gardeners, Handyman helper, Mending 
and Sewing helpers….

 Call the Volunteer Office for an application.  Office hours 
are Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 10:00-2:00; (216)795-3550 or 
(330)388-9043.

continued on  page 4
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Testimonies continued
 
 Dear all,  I would like 
to express my gratitude for the 
loving help I found during my 
recent stay at Overlook House. 
The atmosphere was very loving 
and supportive of my desire to 
have Christian Science help.  The 
nurses were especially loving and 
firm in their conviction of God’s 
presence.  The room was spacious, 
attractively decorated, and very 
comfortable for my guests.  The 
meals were thoughtfully and at-
tractively prepared, and the staff 
was quick to respond to my needs.  
Not only were all physical needs 
promptly and lovingly taken care 
of, but everyone was most help-
ful in helping me to obtain my 
release from an unreal physical 
condition.  I am grateful for my 
continuing progress.

page 4

 One of the highlights of this past summer was the Kids’ Expo on 
Christian Science Nursing.  23 children and parents came from four different 
churches for a fun-filled learning experience.  After a pizza party the nurses 
shared their love for Christian Science nursing.  Then the Children visited 
five “stations” for hands-on experience: 
•  “Take Me For A Ride” Here they learned all about wheel chair use and had 
fun taking each other for rides.  
•  “Bath-time Fun and Washing The Disciples’ Feet”  The children were 
introduced to our new Parker Tub bath with its James Bond car-style door 
and its sleek lines.  Each child was invited to have their feet washed while the 
nurse brought home the lessons of humility and serving.  
•  “Emerge And See” Invited the children to think of any so-called emergency 
in terms of emerging from the picture of man separated from God, subject to 
injury or accident, to see man as God’s likeness, unfallen and perfect.  
•  “Mealtime” Here the children got to see and taste how food can be modi-
fied for different food challenges.
•  “Share Your Talents” This tapped the talents which the children have that 
could be brought into the facility to bless others.
 The children went away with helium balloons, little gifts, and a whole 
new picture of what “caring” means in Christian Science.  Here are some of 
the comments:  “Awesome!”; “I loved it!” “I thought it was very interesting”; 
“I didn’t know anything about Christian Science nursing before this”;  “We 
loved the pizza.”  “What a wonderful afternoon!  Thank you for all you did to 
present Christian Science nursing to the kids.  The gal I brought loved it!  So 
did I.  I could tell how you reached those kids by their attentiveness and the 
fun they were having.  They learned a lot.  You got the nursing concept out 
there and we love you for it!” 
 Mrs. Eddy tells us, “While age is halting between two opinions or 
battling with false beliefs, youth makes easy and rapid strides towards Truth” 
(S&H 236:28).  These children will be calling on this Manual By-law at some 
time in their lives, and we wanted to give them a taste of what Christian Sci-
ence nursing is all about, and to let them know that they can turn to nursing 
not only as a career choice, but for help and healing.
   Timothy Thorndike, Director of Nursing Education
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